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“We Got Wildcat Spirit!! Come On Y’All Let’s Hear It!” 

by Fiona McArdle 621 

     The Bleeker Wildcats Basketball team is starting up and doing 

great! The  girls team, coached by Mr. Hamilton, has a record since the be-

ginning of February of 7 wins and 1 loss. As of January 20th, they are ranked 

6th out of 55 teams in their division. Captains Paige Poulakis and Emma 

Kiley said, “We want to do better than last year because it was disappoint-

ing to lose to a team that we could have beaten. I think we are doing great 

and we have the potential to be able to win the playoffs, if we work hard.“ 

Coach Hamilton said,“ This is one of the best teams if not the best team I 

have coached. The reason being that they play as a team and their defense 

is extremely good.” The boys’ teams also 

are going strong with JV having a record 

of 2 wins so far. The boys’ teams are 

coached by Jonathan and Tajah. Re-

cently, both girls and the Varsity boys 

competed in the Gatorade NBA All-Star 

2015 Battle of the Boroughs tournament. 

The Girls made it to the semi-finals, and 

varsity boys made it to the second 

  Anime Awesomeness:   By Patrick Ortiz 727 

 In December, Bleeker students began their first ever Anime 

Club, an after-school club for students who love anime, manga, and everything Japanese. During the ses-

sions, the group watches anime (which must be PG-rated), learn how to do anime art, and learn about Japanese traditions, 

art, and music. During their meetings, they have been watching and discussing anime such as Pokemon and Spirited Away. 

The club currently has over 20 members and is a great way for these students to learn about a different culture. ”The art-

work, the plot, and the characters are very different than what you see in America” said Anna Papagianakis of class 733, who 

helped start the club.  "The club is great because we are hanging out and doing really fun things with Anime." Space in the 

club is limited. Students who are interested in joining should contact Ms. Regnell, the Anime Club Adviser in room 227B. 

Their names will be added to the wait list.  Until then, enjoy some of the great manga art created by the anime club!   

 Math Casino Hits Bleeker!!      By: Patrick Ortiz 727 

  Bleeker’s annual Math Casino Night took place on January 

21st and was another great experience for students to hang out and 

play fun games.  Among the casino-style math games were Left Right Center, 

Are You Smarter than a Fifth Grader, 21, Wheel of Fortune, Dominoes, Bingo, 

Sudoku and more.  The cafeteria was packed with people playing games and having fun.  While playing, 

if you won a round, you were awarded a ticket and at the end of the night, all ticketholders were entered 

into a raffle where you won prizes. There was also a jelly bean contest where you 

had to guess how many jelly beans there were in a jar. Several students were also 

rewarded for high scores in a nationwide math contest.  Almost all the math teach-

ers attended and dozens of Bleeker students.  “It was fun.  The best game was ‘21’ 

because you could win the most tickets from it,” said seventh grader Angelo Del-

Anime Art (from left),  by Gracie Wu, Macie Enis, Claudia Ciancanelli, and Jenny An 

New Year, New Bulletin!       by Angie Delgado             

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE BLEEKER PTA FOR SUP-

PORTING OUR SCHOOL NEWSPAPER!!!! YOU HELP 

MAKE OUR SCHOOL GREAT!  The year of 2015 

kicks off with a surprise! Yes, indeed, after a year of 

much smaller copy paper editions, the Bleeker Bulletin 

has an upgrade! Captain Obvious firing away! Why yes, 

our newspapers are now 4 pages long, with added games, 

reviews, and more. What else, you ask? Well, find out for 

yourself! This also marks the 1 year anniversary of the 

Bleeker Bulletin, which first came out in January of 

2014.  Special thanks to Ms. Ye, who came up with the 

idea to have a new school newspaper!  From now on, eve-

ryone in the school who receives a newspaper is entered 

in a Bleeker Bulletin contest! That’s right!  Search far and 

wide (at least, all over the newspaper) for a blue paw 

print. Ten special newspapers have a blue paw print. Who 

knows? It could be right in this article! Keep your eyes 

peeled because you might just be a winner!  If you find 

the paw print, show your 

copy to Mr. Jozkowski in 

room 201 or Ms. Constan-

tine in 305 and you can 

win a special reward. Un-

til then, enjoy the brand-

new Bleeker Bulletin!!! 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

SCHOOL NEWS SECTION 
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  Spelling Bee V-I-C-T-O-R-Y!  

                                    By Angie Delgado 621 

 After competing in classroom and grade bees, nine 

Bleeker students participated in a school-wide spelling bee, 

with three moving on to the borough-wide com-

petition.  The three finalists, Zheng Chen of 823, Shu 

Rong Lin of 622, and Angie Delgado of 621, partici-

pated in the Regional Bee and faced off against spell-

ing champions from throughout Queens. Who made 

it to the City Bee, you ask, even if you’re not asking? 

Why, none other than Zheng! On that fateful January 20th, she and 

14 others from Queens made it to the next level, the final step to the 

Scripps National Bee! 

 Our librarian, Ms. Abbenda, assisted the three finalists prior 

to the competition and went to the regional bee. She says, “I’m ex-

tremely excited that Zheng made it to the citywide competition. 

She should be very proud of herself.  It’s competitive and she did 

very well.” Ms. Ab-

benda informed us 

that the City Spell-

ing Bee will take 

place at Stuyvesant 

High School this 

March and will re-

sult in 1 winner for 

the city.  Best of 

luck to Zheng Chen!  

    ADVICE COLUMN! 

Q: I’m doing badly in a class and I think it’s because the 
teacher doesn’t like me. What should I do? 

A: First check your Pupilpath and really look at the grades and 
the breakdown of your scores.  If you are still not sure why this 
happened, you should ask your teacher why you got bad grades 
in that class. You should also ask the teacher to explain to you 
what you did wrong and how can you improve. If you still get a 
feeling that you are getting bad grades because she doesn’t like 
you then you should bring it up to another adult, for example, 
your parents, a dean or an assistant principal.  

Q: My two friends are having a big fight and they want me to 
choose between them. What should I do? 

A: You should talk two both of your friends.  Tell them how you 
feel about them wanting you to choose between them. Tell 
them that you don’t want to have to choose between them. If 
they’re your real friends then they won’t make you choose. You 
should also see if you can help your friends resolve their fight. 

Q: Every day when I go to the cafeteria there’s a group of kids 
who tease me. I want help.  Who can I reach out to? 

A: If there are people bothering or bullying you, you can tell an 
adult in the school. For example you can tell a dean or a 
teacher or the counselor. These adults can help you sort out 
whatever problem that you are having.  They can also help the 
bullying stop.    

Bleeker Buzz 

WORD 

SEARCH—   

Grade Staff EDI-

TION 

R B S C L Q F C A L L X N S N 

F E J M A L B S O I Z I A A V 

N Q M X U R J I T J S N M N E 

Q K P M T N F B Z I T O H D C 

S A N U O Z U O K A X Z S E W 

N W B E P K B N M X E H I N V 

F T C K S S L A X D B T E T P 

X X R A H U R O N F E G L I Z 

C M G K C I Q E V N W B F P X 

N O H K A Q L I M Z N X I H B 

Y E A F Q E D H I L L O N E Q 

Y N K N M P K J B E M W G M C 

G Y S L B E J S T S A C V V V 

S L E L A E C U X Y U B H F X 

B N J M O R G X E L G G K Z E 

CAN YOU 

FIND: 

DEBIEC 

DHILLON 

FLEISHMAN 

KANG 

KOUZOUNAS 

MELENDEZ 

SANDE 

SANTAMARIA 

VOLKOMMER 

Personality Quiz--  What type of natural disaster 

are you? 

1) Where do you want to go on vacation? 

A. New Orleans     B.   California   C. The Australian                
      Outback 
2) What’s your favorite disaster movie? 

A.   ‘The Day After Tomorrow’   B.   ‘World War Z’ 

C.   ‘Armageddon’ 

3) Which type of weather do you hate the most? 

A.   Heat Wave       B.   Hail     C.   Blizzard 

4) Your house is on fire, what do you try to save? 

A.   Your stash of Cash   B.   A box of Keepsakes 

C.  Nothing! I’m escaping! 

5) Where do you get your disaster news? 

A.   Radio       The Daily News        C.   The internet 

6) What is your favorite hurricane name? 

.   Valerie      B.   Tanya    C.   Sebastian 

7) What is the condition of your first aid kit? 

A.   I have several, which one?    B.   It’s almost empty 

C.   I’m off to buy one now 

Answer Key: •If you got “A” for all the questions or most of the 

questions, you’re a volcano.  You’re prone to occasional eruptions 

of emotion. Sometimes your temper gets the best of you. 

•If you got “B” for all the questions or most the questions, you are 

a tornado.  You are a whirlwind of activity, always trying the 

newest things. You have a dizzying array of interests, so 

sometimes it is difficult to stay focused. 

•If you got “C” for all the questions or most the questions, you are 

an avalanche: Sometimes you feel like all your commitments 

have left you buried. But you are hardworking and dedicated, so 

you can dig yourself out of any rut. 

NEWS AND FEATURES SECTION 
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BLACKBIRD Book Review by Aaila Awan 

     Hi Bookaholics! There is always a point in time where we nerds need a taste of excitement and adven-

ture to fill in the gaps of our days. So here I am, and I’ve brought an awesome new book along. This month we’re rec-

ommending Blackbird by Anna Carey.  A twisting plot and some deadly characters fill the pages in this addicting book. 

Not only is the book’s story unique, but Anna writes this book in 2nd person, addressing the reader directly. You are the 

one in this story, feeling the emotions.  You go through life with a growing haze around you. The book brings some power-

ful punches and makes you think “Do I really have it all that bad?”. 

      Your name is Sunny.  You wake up on the train tracks of a subway. A train comes rushing towards you leaving only a 

short period for you to react. You don’t remember your name, anything about your life or even how you ended up an inch 

away from death’s jaws. You only have a tattoo on your right wrist with a blackbird in a box and the code: FNV02198- and 

a backpack full of essentials. You only know one thing- you’re being hunted down to be mur-

dered. You have to run, with only survival on your mind, and a small handful of people you can 

trust now. You search for the truth but the truth might not want to be found out. 

     The story is a captivating tale of mystery, adventure and romance in the modern Los Ange-

les.  The 2nd person point of view makes the book unique.  The book is a murder mystery in 

which the main character is the victim and the detective, trying to figure out who is trying to 

harm her.  If you want a break from all the dystopian science fiction and want something fresh 

and new, check 

out Blackbird! 
TEACHER OF THE MONTH—MR. JUNG!  by Fiona McArdle 
  

This month’s Teacher of the Month is Mr. Jung, the 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade music teacher. As a music teacher he offers students instruments like the 
trumpet, clarinet, flute, saxaphone, percussion and stringed instruments. He teaches 
students about music and also leads the school’s Jazz Band and Elite Band.  Mr. 
Jung’s favorite color is clear and according to him, “I was born in 1632 on a sunny day 
in July.”    
  
Q:  What made you become a music teacher? 
A:   Well, I didn't have music when I was a kid. I played soccer for fun but then I was 
kicked off the team in my senior year. During the summer I was working at the 
school mowing the lawn and painting when the band teacher needed help. He asked 
me to fill in the spot for someone who quit band. I said “I don't play.” He said “I don't 
care.” So I faked (playing) music for a year but I really enjoyed it. Therefore, in col-
lege I learned to play drums. I learned math but music was more fun. Then I went to 
grad school and came here. I've been working here for eight years. 
  
Q:   What instrument(s) did you play when you were younger? 
A:    Zero! I never learned (how to play) an instrument until I went to college. We 
didn't have music at my school. 
  
Q:  Is there any instrument you can’t play or wished you knew how to play? 
A:  I would've liked to learn the accordion and harmonica. I can play all the other 
well known instruments but the accordion and harmonica are so cool because you 
can do so much with them. 
  
Q:   Who is your favorite composer, musician, band etc.? 
A:    My favorite composer is Johannes Brahms, my favorite band is 
Weezer and my favorite musician is Charles Mingus. 
  
Q:  What are some hobbies you have? 
A:   Apparently I like to grow mustaches every winter. I like to 
build things, play basketball, and play video games. I (also) love 
watching movies at movie theaters. 
  
Q:   What advice can you give to students to inspire them to prac-
tice or try a new instrument? 
A:   If you like it or show any interest in it, try! Don't be shy. 
  
Q:  Would you rather: perform a solo or with others? 
A:   I prefer to play with others because we all can combine our tal-

ents to do something great. 

  No Place for Hate   

by Victoria Kuo and Amanda Renzi 

     “No Place For Hate” is an anti-bullying 

program that our school has begun to 

reinforce kindness. According to the New 

York Anti-Defamation League, which sponsors 

the program, "No Place For Hate is designed to 

enhance a culture of respect and to create a 

safe, bully-free learning environment." So far 

Bleeker has done many “No Place For 

Hate” activities.  In the Taylor Swift video and 

lyric contest, students were asked to rewrite the 

lyrics of "Shake It Off" to include an anti-

bullying message which will be turned into a 

student-created music video.  Another  activity 

was the kickoff event when we wrote our names 

on small pieces of paper which have been con-

nected into chain links and are hanging near 

the gym.  

     The current “No Place For Hate” activity is 

the Random Acts of Kindness hearts where stu-

dents are asked to write on paper hearts the 

acts of kindness done to them, along with the 

name and class of the person who was kind to 

them. Later on, there will also be a "No Toler-

ance" event where parents will be invited to talk 

about No Place For 

Hate. "I hope 

that No Place For 

Hate will help 

JHS185 bring our 

community even 

closer together. 

This is another way for us to accept our differ-

ences and celebrate our multicultural school," 

says Mrs. Kang, assistant principal.  
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A Look Back at 2014                   By: John Farias 727                                                                                                                                                                                             

The year of 2014 saw many shocking and interesting events.  

 Probably the most talked-about topics was the Ebola outbreak.  Thousands of people in Africa contracted this deadly virus and the crisis is still 

ongoing. As the number of cases  rose, panic increased worldwide, including in the US where several people contracted the disease.   

 Violence related to the organization ISIS was also a big story this year.  ISIS, which stands for Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, is a terrorist group that caused the deaths of 

many people as they tried to take over Iraq and Syria.  

 Early in 2014, the XXII (22nd) Winter Olympic Games took place in Sochi, Russia with 88 nations participating. Russia won the most medals, with a total of 33 medals. 

 On March 8th, Malaysia Airline Flight 370 disappeared while traveling from Malaysia to China with 229 people on board. This tragic mystery is still not solved. 

 In April, a South Korean ferry, MV Sewol, sunk with 476 people were on board. This tragic event resulted in a total of 297 people dead, including many high school stu-

dents.   

 On August 9th, an officer fatally shot an African-American teen multiple times in the city of Ferguson in Missouri. This event was then followed by protests and riots and 

raised discussions on police use of physical force. Other events such as the death of a man named Eric Garner and the deaths of 2 New York City police officers also re-

ceived a lot of attention nationwide. 

 In the summer,  the 2014 FIFA World Cup took place 

in Brazil. Millions watched the final match with Argentina 

versus Germany, with Germany winning in the end.                                                      

Music 

“Rather Be” by Clean Bandit featuring Jess Glynne was  

the most streamed song of 2014,  streamed about 40 

million times and with over 199 million views on You-

Tube.  Other popular songs include “Rude” by 

MAGIC!, “Let It Go” by Idina Menzel and “Happy” by 

Top 5 Trends of 2014 

 1.       Selfies--  The biggest trend of the 2014 was taking 

selfies.  On the popular social network/photo-sharing 

website Instagram, over 53 million photos tagged 

"#selfie".   

 2.  The Ice Bucket Challenge Millions of people partici-

pated in this challenge where you dumped ice water on 

yourself, donated and also helped spread awareness of 

the Lou Gehrig's disease, more commonly known as ALS. 

3.       Let It Go Song-- This song which was written for 

the movie became immensely successful.  Frozen, which 

premiered in 2013 was the 5th highest grossing-movie in 

history.  

4. Flappy Bird Craze--  This game, released as an app in 

mid-2013, received sudden popularity in 2014. The 

developer, Dong Nyugen, earned $50,000 a day on 

the game. By the time it was taken down, over 50 

million people had downloaded the game.  

5. Hashtags— Not just for tagging online, people even 

say the word “Hashtag” now when they speak! 

       Fire Phone:  New Tech Alert!   

By Pavan R. Preenja 

727  

 While many peo-

ple are loyal Apple cus-

tomers and the I-phone 

is by far the most 

popular smart phone, the new Amazon Fire 

phone is getting a lot of buzz.  The phone has a 

new feature called Dynamic Perspective which has 4 

infrared cameras that track movement and creates a 3-

D effect. It has great looking photos (13 MP) compared 

to the Galaxy S5 and the iPhone 5S.  Another feature is 

Firefly. Firefly can be accessed by holding the camera 

button on the side of the phone. It can scan items, art 

and more. It can also identify the exact scene of a 

movie or TV show by scanning it. It can even listen for 

music. It can use this search feature to find anything as 

long as it is on Amazon.   What do you think of phones 

with built in scanners?  Is this a new technology that 

will take off or is it just another gimmick? 

Microchip Injections Anyone?      

By Anna Papagianakis 733 

 In recent years, the possibil-

ity of humans having microchips 

injected into their system has 

moved closer to being a reality.  These microchips can function like credit cards, 

trackers, medicine, or for other useful purposes we may need.  Experts are divided 

on whether or not they are appropriate for people, but the implants could offer 

some advantages. To others, these microchips could be against their beliefs and go 

against how the human body should be used.   

  “In the long run, chip implants could make it less intrusive than some emerg-

ing ID systems which rely on physical biometrics (like your fingerprints or unique 

eye patterns),” says Alex Soojung-Kim Pang, author of the book “Distraction Addic-

tion.”  Instead of showing identification or pay with a credit card, someone could 

just scan the chip under your skin.  Chips could help monitor the location of people 

with Alzheimer’s disease or find other missing people.  They could also release 

medicine directly into people who are very sick.  Others oppose these chips, includ-

ing devout Christians, Muslims, and Jews who believe it is an unholy “mark” on the 

human body.  Others see this as a possible violation of people’s freedom and pri-

vacy.  So what do you think?  Would you ever get a microchip implant? 

Martin Luther King Jr.       

By:  Pavan R. Preenja   727 

 Martin Luther King Jr. was a very 

important person in American History.  

On Monday , January  19, 2015, we had an 

entire day off from school in remem-

brance of him. For some., the holiday is a 

day to promote  equal rights for all  

Americans. Others look at it as a day to 

celebrate Dr. King and do service to 

benefit the community. He fought  for 

civil rights and worked to help the lives 

of African-American  people, but was 

killed before he saw what he helped 

America achieve. Martin Luther King Jr. 

once said, “I have a dream that my four 

children will one day live in a nation 

where they will  not be judged by the 

color of their skin, but by the content of 

their character.” While there  still may be 

work to be done in achieving equality,  it 

is true that we are now living his dream, 

his dream for a better life.  

Movies:  1) Transformers: Age of Extinction   2) The Hobbit:  

Battle of the Five Armies  3) Guardians of the Galaxy 

The Bleeker Bulletin meets every Wednesday 

at 2:20 in room 202.   

6th grade Staff:  Fiona McArdle, Angie 

Delgado, Victoria Kuo 

7th Grade Staff:  Aaila Awan, Chris Bhola, Jay-

line Carcamo, John Farias, Carissa Herrera, 

Patrick Ortiz, Anna Papagianakis, Pavan 

Preenja, Amanda Renzi, Jaeda Rivera 

Advisors: Ms. Constantine and Mr. Jozkowski    
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