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STARTING TOMORROW SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED!!! 

by Erin Roman Toledo 

Over the weekend, janitors and the school staff have found a disease called Klamoillbe also 

known as “swollen arm syndrome”. The symptoms of this disease include swollen arms and possible purple 

coloring of the cheeks.  This disease is caused by a new chemical found in the pencils we use today. The school’s 

janitors are trying to dispose of all these pencils and will be replacing them with crayons for students to use when writing in class.  As a 

safety note, please stay away from any wooden pencils. School staff will be working overnight to rid the school of all wooden pencils. 

In other news, this week is April Fool’s Day. While the origins of this holiday are mysterious, it is hypothesized to be 

related to the change of seasons.  One popular theory is that when France reformed its calendar, moving the start of 

the year from the end of March to January 1, some people failed to keep up with the change.  Those who stubbornly 

clung to the old calendar system and continued to celebrate the New Year during the week that fell between March 

25th and April 1st, had jokes played on them. Therefore starting…..you guessed it…..April Fool’s Day! Although no one 

really knows how this holiday started, it is still fun to celebrate. Many people try to make others believe in fake sto-

ries and follow goose chases.   In recent years, many pranks and tricks have deceived people around the world.  In 

1989, people in Britain believed a prank that UFOs landed in London and in 2008, photoshopped pictures that showed “flying pen-

guins” tricked others.  SO did you find the April Fool’s Day trick right here in this very article?  Have fun and Happy April Fools Day! 

LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION by John Farias 

     Bleeker hosted its annual Lunar New Year festival on Wednesday, February 25th, 2015. Stu-
dents, families and friends were all welcomed to come celebrate different cultures and traditions. 
Bleeker students in Junior Band and the Chamber Group performed some of their pieces for the audi-
ence. Bleeker students also sang and performed dance routines, featuring music and dance from Asia, 
Latin America, and Europe.  There was also a lion dance performance with two lions! In the end, the 
Gamelan Orchestra from Queens College performed traditional pieces from Indonesia. For many, the ex-
citing and dramatic Lion Dance was the highlight of the show.  “The Lion Dance was awesome! The giant lion pretended 
to eat my little sister.  Mrs. Mshar was also feeding the lion cabbage and the people inside chewed it up,” said Erin Ro-
man Toledo.”    The Lunar New Year holiday is celebrated in countries like China and Tai-

wan and involves religious celebrations, feasts, and the ex-
change of red envelopes with money!  At Bleeker, the red 

envelopes had another important 
treat—homework passes! The celebra-
tion was a fun night for everyone who 
attended. We hope to see you all there 
next year!  

Bleeker Successes!!! —Have you heard about these amazing Bleeker victories? 

 

SCHOOL NEWS SECTION 

-The Science Olympiad team 

competed in a NYC regional 

competition where students 

competed in 21 science 

events. They took first place 

overall and received for 17 hon-

ors out of 21 competitions.  The 

students will represent New 

York City at the All State competition in upstate Syracuse in April. 

The Girls’ Basketball team 

has lost only one game all 

season, ending with a 9 wins 

and 1 loss record. They made 

it to their division playoffs and 

finished an amazing overall 

season! 

--The Bleeker Rugby team 

was featured on New York 

One news channel and 

played two tournaments 

so far. The boys placed 

fourth in the tournament 

and the girls took away the 

two tournament balls, which 

are special rewards for show-

ing the traits of respect and 

discipline. The Co-Ed team took home the Championship trophy for the 

Winter season. 

--On Monday, March 9, 2015,  Bleeker students par-

ticipated in MoMathlon, a state-wide math compe-

tition hosted by the Museum of Math.  It was very 

competitive and but exciting.  Our 8th grade team 

placed 2nd overall for teams and we had three kids 

place in the top 5 overall for individual scores (1st place 

Jason Kwong, 3rd Place Harry Zhu, and 5th place Sean 

Kim). Congratulations! 

-- Bleeker’s champion Lego 

League team went to a 

citywide tournament and 

earned 1st place for Re-

search of Innovative Solu-

tions. They also placed third 

for Robotics! Congratulations 

to the amazing Bleeker Lego 

team.    
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 Rock music, is it dead or alive? 
By Aaila Awan 

 What is the most popular type of music out there right now? Yes, pop 

music. The songs by Taylor Swift, Calvin Harris and One Direction are popular. 

There’s always a new artist that sings pop culture and steals the hearts of many fans. 

Pop is a flame and most people are the moths attracted to it.  

 But, have you ever heard of rock music? When asked, most people think of 

screeching males and lost words. If that’s what you think you’re wrong. Rock was giv-

en birth by several people: Elvis Presley, Little Richard, Jon Bon Jovi and many more 

people gave rock popularity and dimension. Some people say that ‘rock and roll’ was 

not a nuclear bomb that gave after effects for centuries to come, but was a candle that 

slowly burned out. I disagree. Ever heard of the song ‘Demons’ by ‘Imagine Dragons’? 

Maybe their song ‘Radioactive’? They’re an indie rock band. Rock is not just one mu-

sic genre but breaks into many different sub-types. Indie is just one. Soft rock can be 

for people that find it interesting and want to give it a try. Hard rock is for people that 

are used to the energy and angst pouring out through the lyrics.  

   So, go give it a try. Some modern bands are ‘The Fray’, ‘Nickelback’, ‘Daughtry’ 

and ‘U2.’  Don’t worry they won’t break your ears. Some specific songs are ‘You 

Found Me’ (The Fray), ‘How to Save a Life’(The Fray), ‘Superman’ (Daughtry), ‘How 

You Remind Me’ (Nickeback).  

“Rock is not afraid. Rock is not ra-

dio friendly or hit driven. Rock  ex-

ists for a reason and that reason is 

not to sell you a t-shirt. It exists to 

make you feel, and whether that feel-

ing comes out in a fist pump, a head 

bang or power drumming on the 

steering wheel, it’s there beneath 

every sweeping note, every tortured 

lyric.” –Michele Catalano. 

ADVICE COLUMN! 

Q: The state tests are coming and I'm getting really nerv-
ous. What do I do to make sure that I feel calm 
and  collected during the tests? 

A: First of all, we have been preparing for the state test since the first day of 
school. As long as you have been paying attention in class I can guarantee 
that you know the material. Although many people do know the material, 
they still get nervous because they feel a lot of pressure to do well. Many 
people start feeling anxiety as soon as the test is handed out. If this happens 
to you, the first thing that you should do as soon as you get the test is flip 
through it. I find this tip useful because as soon as I see the questions I real-
ize that I know what I'm doing and that there's no need to worry. Another tip 
to help you throughout the test is to chew on gum or eat a candy. This can 
distract you from your nerves and allow you to concentrate on the test. You 
should also take deep breaths and little breaks while taking the test.  Lastly 
and most importantly, make sure that you get a good night's sleep the night 
before the test and eat a good breakfast, eating something light, but filling, 
with nothing too oily. Doing this will help make sure that you feel awake and 
ready to go! 

Q: A lot of people in my class have boyfriends and girl-
friends and I don't; I feel left out.   What do I do? 

A: Just because many people around you are in relationships, doesn't mean 
that you have to be in one. You have a long life ahead of you, and at this 
stage in your life, romantic relationships can wait. You have friends, family, 
and education which are more important. You are only in middle school and 
you're figuring out who you are and what you want to do in life. Try not to 
compare yourself to other people and what they are doing.  You are unique 
and you should never be someone you are not just to be like others.  Focus 
on your friendships and just have fun! 

 

Bleeker Buzz:  

Secretaries 

and School 

Safety Edi-

tion 

See if you 

can find all 

the names! 

 

COPELAND  

GIERUM  

OKORN  

PALERMO  

TAYLOR 

SANTORA 

 

 

15 Random Facts That Will Amaze/Shock You 
by John Farias 

 
--An average mechanical pencil could be used to write 35 
miles of lines. 
 
J.K. Rowling, popularly known for being the author of the Harry 
Potter series, was the first author to become a billionaire from 
writing books! 
 
-In 1992, a crate on a ship leaving from China that contained 28,800 
rubber ducks and other plastic bath toys fell overboard and released 
all of them. For years people were finding them. Many of them 
travelled thousands of miles! 
 
-Tardigrades are amazing organisms which can survive dangerous 
and extreme environments and temperatures! They can survive 
without water or even food for a whole decade!  
 
-The company Nintendo was originally created to make and sell 
simple playing cards. 
 
-The most popular/best-selling novel in history is The Lord of the 
Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien with an astonishing 150 million copies sold. 
 
- About 1 million people attended the New York New Year's Eve 
parade and over 1 billion people watched the event on television. 
 
-If Baymax from Big Hero 6 were real, he would weigh 480 lbs, 
according to Marvel! 
 
-Carrots were originally white and purple!  They turned orange 
through evolution. 
 
-About 1 in 5 people in the world speak Mandarin Chinese, making 
it the most spoken language.  That’s 20% of the world population! 
 
-In a lifetime, a human's mouth produces sufficient saliva to fill 2 
swimming pools! 
 
-The United States of America has no official language! 
 
-In February 2015, NYC broke a record of going 11 days without any 
reported murders in a city of over 8 million.  
 
-For the movie. Avatar, a brand new language, called Na'vi, was 
created just to be used in the movie! 
 
-There are 20,000 people buried in Washington Square Park in 
Manhattan, which was a cemetery in colonial times. 

NEWS AND FEATURES SECTION 

SURVEY SAYS!!!!  

SCAN THE CODE TO TAKE A FUN 

QUIZ!!! 
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   Testing...Testing...1,2,3 By: Angie Delgado and Victoria Kuo 

Did you know that 45 states in the U.S.A and the District of Columbia 

have already adopted the Common Core State Standards?  These chal-

lenging new standards are a part of our upcoming state exams.  Well, 

state testing is just around the corner, and  maybe not at the best possible 

time right?  Right after Spring Break, oh well.  

 The ELA state exam starts April 14-16, and the Math state exams are 

April 22-24. Relax. The tests aren’t so bad if you get a good night’s sleep every 

day, other than studying all night. But look at the bright side, there will be 

fewer questions this year in the ELA and math state tests. Student Marta Ce-

vallos of 621 says, “I think that there’s too much pressure. Every year the 

teachers are focused on the test  which makes me feel it is something im-

portant to pass.” Also, Mrs. Barkhina, a 6th grade math teacher says,“ I think 

my students are ready. If they 

study and review their notes, they 

will succeed. And of course, if they 

need help they should always 

come for lunch help.”  If students 

work hard, focus, and do their 

best in class, all their hard work 

will pay off.   Good Luck! 

Staff of the Month-Mrs. Kang                               by Fiona McArdle 
 
For our March/April edition our Teacher/Staff of the month is Mrs. 

Kang. Mrs. Kang is the Assistant Principal for the 6th grade. She has 

three children, two boys and one girl. She loves scrapbooking.  Her fond-

est memories are of going  to the beach with her family.  At this time, she 

is reading a book called, 3 Cups of Tea by David Oliver Relin and Greg 

Mortenson. She recommends it to anyone looking for an inspiring story.  

Q: What made you decide to become an AP? 

A: I originally did not have the intention to be an AP.  I wanted to be a 

teacher.  In my first year of teaching, I worked in a small school in District 

25.  I started the year after at Bleeker in 2002.  I became a literacy coach after a few years.  People saw 

leadership qualities in me and encouraged me to have a larger role in the school.  I also thought that I 

could be a greater influence on students and make a bigger, positive impact on their lives as an Assis-

tant Principal.  I went for more schooling to earn this license and now I am here serving the Beeker 

community.   

Q: What is your favorite book? 

A:  I have so many favorites but the one that stands out is Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell.  It is a very 
interesting non-fiction book.  In this book, he argues that successful people or famous high-achievers 
reach the pinnacle because of influences, such as culture, their family, their generation, and their 
unique upbringing.  He answers the question “what makes high achievers different” by using statisti-
cal evidence.  It goes to show you that great writing can turn anything into a fantastic read! 

Q: What do you want students to learn and take away from Bleeker when they graduate? 

A: I would like to push students to become independent, successful learners.  In life, it is better to be 

a good human being than to have all the brains in the world.  I would like all of you to gain teamwork 

skills, social skills, thinking skills, to be prepared, and be an all around team player.   

Q: If you had to choose a celebrity, who would you choose to look up to and why? 

A: I would choose Oprah Winfrey because she is an inspiration to all women. She is just so motiva-

tional.  She endured so many different challenges and overcame them. Yet, it doesn't stop there! She 

is very generous and kind. For example, she gives back everything by opening schools in Africa. She 

has achieved so much. Oprah is an inspiration to women to become leaders. 

Q: What advice would you give to your younger-self? 

A: My parents always told me education comes first and I followed their advice. However, one thing 

that Nelson Mandela said that inspires me now and  that would have inspired me back then is, 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” I apply that quote 

to my life today, and I think others can use it too.  

   A Message from the 8th Grade Student Government President 

    Paige Poulakis 

    It’s that time of year again! Spring is finally here and now we 

can finally be outside a bit more.  But first, we need to prepare a 

little for the state tests.  However, you shouldn't worry because after 

reading this, you'll know not to stress! First of all, do what you can to 

prepare now.  Review class notes and be sure to pay attention to your 

teachers in the run-up to the test.  There are many websites you can 

use to prepare for these exams.  For me, for any math test or quizzes 

I have, I study using the website IXL.com.  It has all the topics that 

you are learning so you can ace your test.  This website has practice 

work for ELA as well.  To practice your reading skills, check out the 

website Newsela.org, which has current events articles and quizzes 

on a variety of levels.  If you study using these sites, you'll review all 

the skills you are learning in 

class.  You will be prepared and ace 

your tests.  On the day of the state 

tests, eat a great breakfast to get 

your brain ready for what is to 

come.  Make sure you get plenty of 

sleep too! I wish you all the best of 

luck and hope you do well. The less 

you stress, the better you will do! 

Create Your Own Lepre-

chaun Name!!! 

A: Sprinkles N: Forest 

B: Marsh O: Greeny 

C: Four P: Fortune 

D: Charm Q: Disaster 

E: Gold R: Curious 

F: Dublin S: McMuffin 

G: Sparks T: Luck 

H: Leaf U: Krupnick 

I: Sneaky V: Tiny 

J: Rainbow W: McSugar 

K: Shamrock X: Clover 

L: Magic Y: McGibberish 

M: McBeardy Z: Disney 

Instructions: Find the last letter 
of your first name and the first 
letter of your last name, to cre-

ate your leprechaun name! 

ELA STATE EXAM APRIL 

14,15, and 16!!! 

MATH STATE EXAM APRIL  

22, 23, and 24!!! 
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                  Mastering Mountains: A Take on Women’s History 

By Carissa Herrera 

     Did you know that March was Women’s History Month?  This month celebrates the 

achievements and accomplishments of women in history and the fight for equality 

between the genders.  On August 18, 1920, after many hardships and ordeals women finally 

got their first taste of their own rights when American women fought and earned the right 

to vote.  

     We have come a long way from 1920 and women have more rights than they used to but 

even now there are problems in our society with women’s rights.  Men still make more 

money than women in 2015.   On average, women earn 77 cents for every dollar men earn. 

This is an improvement from how much a woman compared to a man used to earn but, it is 

still not equal. The imbalance is even more severe for women of color as the gender dis-

crimination is made worse by racial discrimination.  For example, African-American women 

earn 69 cents for every dollar paid to African-American men and Latinas earn just 58 cents 

on the dollar compared to Latino men according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Women de-

serve the right to have equal pay as men and all women deserve equality.  In addition to in-

come, women today also face problems around the world with higher chances of facing vio-

lence and abuse.  In some countries, women are not able to own property, live on their own 

or even drive cars.  However, around the world, organizations and individuals are working 

to fight for women’s rights.  At Bleeker, a new Girl Empowerment group created by Ms. De-

biec works to help promote good choices and opportunities for girls.   

                  Throughout history, women have left their mark on the world. For example, Su-

san B. Anthony is a famous American who fought for women’s rights in the 1800s.  She gave 

speeches about women’s right to vote and to own houses. Elizabeth Cady Stanton was also a 

woman who fought for women’s right to vote and also to end slavery. These women have 

impacted our lives and changed our society, helping to bring about the right to vote and 

more. Women’s rights have changed because of these women who fought so hard for rights. 

The Bleeker Bulletin meets every Wednesday at 2:20 in room 202.   

6th grade Staff:  Fiona McArdle, Angie Delgado, Victoria Kuo 

7th Grade Staff:  Aaila Awan, Chris Bhola, Jeremiah Morales, John Farias, Carissa Herrera, Patrick Ortiz, 

Anna Papagianakis, Pavan Preenja, Amanda Renzi. 

Advisors: Ms. Constantine and Mr. Jozkowski    

SCHOOL AND WORLD NEWS  

  A Possessed Video Game? 

By Anna Papagianakis  

     Could a video game actually be haunted?  The 

Legend of Zelda is a famous video game series pro-

duced by Nintendo that has been around since the 

1980s. One of the most famous Zelda games is Majora’s 

Mask, which was released on April 27, 2000 originally for 

the Nintendo 64. Rumors are still going around that Ma-

jora’s Mask was cursed. A boy that purchased the game 

experienced some odd and creepy glitches, such as Link 

(the main character you play as) bursting into flames, 

and BEN, a strange looking statue that looks similar to 

Link, appearing wherever Link goes. After Link was 

burned several times, the system restarted and went to 

the home menu. On File 1, it was labeled “YOUR TURN”. 

Then it was labeled “BEN”. The game also made bizarre 

comments like “You’ve met with a terrible fate, haven’t 

you?” and “You shouldn’t have done that…”.  These ap-

peared in the description boxes several times when they 

weren’t supposed to. Some people believe it was just a 

regular glitch caused by errors in the game’s computer 

coding. However, other people still believe it was haunt-

ed. There are other rumors that video games like Final 

Fantasy VIII and Fallout 3 were also reported to be 

haunted. How could technology be possessed?  Can a 

machine have a mind of its own?  Can haunted video 

games actually exist? 

The Madness is Here!!       By Patrick Ortiz 

     JHS 185 once again hosted its very own March Madness bas-
ketball tournament on Friday, March 27th. For the past two months, 
Bleeker students have been learning key basketball skills and playing 

in tournaments during the Physical Education periods.  Finally, the winners from each 
gym period competed against each other in the full-grade tournament.  According to Ms. 
Mshar, “March Madness has been going on for more than 15-20 years” at Bleeker and 
was created by recently retired Phys. Ed. Teacher Mr. Hammer. For this year’s tourna-
ment, the 6th graders played 6th and 7th period and the boys’ winners were the Warriors 
from classes 607, 621, 622, and 632.  The girls winners were the Wolves from classes 
607, 621, 622, and  632.  The 7th grade played periods 1 and 2 and the boys winners 
were the 76er's from classes 705, 706, 726, and 733.  Seventh grade girls winners were 
the Cavs from classes  704, 721, 725, and 734.  For the 8th grade, they played periods 3 
and 4.  The boys winning team was the Bulls from classes 805, 825, 826, 827, and 892.  
The winning girls team was the Jayhawks from 805, 825, 826, 827, and 892.  All the 
teams worked their hardest and played their best games so congratulations to all the 
winning teams! 

Now for college March Madness, the teams that qualified for the March Madness 
was St. John’s, Harvard, Texas, Kentucky, Duke, Arizona, Virginia, Albany, etc.   The 

first games were on March 17-18, the team playing are Hampton Pirates vs. Manhattan 
Jaspers, BYU Cougars vs. Ole Miss Rebels, North Florida Ospreys vs. Robert Morris, 
Colonials Boise State Broncos vs. Dayton Flyers.  As of the end of March, there 16 
teams left in the tournament.  The University of Kentucky was 
undefeated and expected to win.  This is a very famous bas-
ketball tournament that millions of people around the country 
watch and love.  This is a great time of year for all the basket-

ball lovers! 

NOW YOU CAN CHECK OUT 

THE BLEEKER BULLETIN ON 

THE WEB AT 

WWW.BLEEKERBULLETIN.NET  

For more news, features, 

games, and links 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH!!!       By Jayline Carcamo 


